
STATE OF POLITICS Read up on New York politics with our Capital Tonight team.

Last year, White House officials said children of color were disproportionately represented

in the child welfare system: 1 in 9 Black children and 1 in 7 Native American children spend

part of their childhood in foster care. (Spectrum News 1/Arin Cotel-Altman)

Foster care officials seek diversity, representation
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Foster parent Georgeanne Anthony took in her cousin's kids two years ago after

he wasn’t able to care for them.

“The joy you get out [of] knowing that you're helping somebody's kid grow,

giving them stability and love and happiness ..." Anthony said. 
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YOU MAY ALSO BE INTERESTED IN

Last year, White House officials said children of color were disproportionately

represented in the child welfare system: 1 in 9 Black children and 1 in 7 Native

American children spend part of their childhood in foster care.

Troy Grant was one of those kids.

“So I grew up in the foster care system. I first went into the foster care system

when I was 10 years old," said Grant, now a family specialist at Berkshire Farm

Center. “I wanted to come into the foster care realm and really put forth my best

effort to make a difference."

According to a paper published in the Digest of the National Bureau of Economic

Research, Black children are twice as likely as white children to spend time in

foster care.

Berkshire provides cultural training to foster parents, but Troy says it's ultimately

best if the agency can pair a child with someone of the same background, which

is why they need more foster parents of all cultures.

“There's a comfort that I think you have with people who are the same race and

have a similar background. And that's not just with skin tone, that's also with

experiences as well," Grant said.

Having a bigger pool of parents to choose from would provide Berkshire with the

ability to pair a child with someone from the same culture, keeping them

connected to their roots through hair care, food, and traditions, even if they

might not be with their biological family.

“Even though they're not physically with their parents, the goal is reunification.

The goal is for them to go back with their parents. And so we want to keep them

as connected to their roots as possible," Grant said.

What You Need To Know

Last year, White House officials said children of color were disproportionately represented in the

child welfare system: 1 in 9 Black children and 1 in 7 Native American children spend part of their

childhood in foster care

According to a paper published in the National Bureau of Economic Research Digest, Black children

are twice as likely as white children to spend time in foster care

Having a bigger pool of parents to choose from, officials say, would provide foster agencies with

the ability to pair up a child with someone from the same culture
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EDUCATION

Principal shortage prompts innovations in hope of solutions
ALBANY |  19 HOURS AGO

SPORTS

Shen's Gordon a coach by day, opera singer by night
ALBANY |  23 HOURS AGO
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Memorial Day ruck raises money for veterans, honors Abigail Jenks
SARATOGA COUNTY |  1 DAY AGO

HUMAN INTEREST

Empowering youth through urban farming
ALBANY |  1 DAY AGO
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CAPITAL TONIGHT

New York Farm Bureau's new CEO discusses end-of-session bills
NEW YORK STATE |  3 DAYS AGO

SPORTS

Back to his roots for Siena baseball's Jurczynski
ALBANY |  3 DAYS AGO
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